CHAPTER XVIII
JOHN MILTON (1608-74)
COLLECTIVE EDITIONS OF VERSE AND

THERE are two collective edd. of Milton's works. The
older. The Works, of . John Milton in Verse and Prose ed. J.

Mitford, appeared in 1851, and includes almost everything
that Milton wrote except the posthumous De Doctrind
Christiana. Original spelling is preserved and the Latin, Greek.,,
and Italian writings are given in the orig. language only.
There is a Life and index but no commentary. The standard
modern ed. is The Works of John Milton (iS'Vols., general ed-
itor Frank Allen Patersbn) pub. the Columbia University
Press, N.Y. 1931/11 includes all Milton's extant works and
English trs. of the Latin, Greek and Italian writings are given
with the original texts.

'MANUSCRIPTS
The Cambridge Manuscripts

This famous MS.,preserved at Trinity College, Cambridge,
is a thin folio containing on 47 pages copies of Milton's
Arcades, Comus, Lpcidas (apparently a first draft with many

cancelled and altered passages) and other poems and sonnets
together with a list of characters and scenario for a play
called Paradise Lost, a long list of 33 possible subjects for
an epic or drama from Biblical and early English history.
Short sketches of four projected tragedies on Biblical subjects
and notes on 5 Scotch stories (one of which is Macbeth] and on
two other Biblical subjects. The whole MS. is in Milton's own
hand except for some of the sonnets which are in the hands
of arnmanuenses. The first pub. account of the MS. was given
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